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These principles he reduced to the form of law.
He passed a Canal Act for the Panjdb, by which the
cost of a local irrigation work would be levied, under
careful restrictions, by a compulsory cess from the
husbandmen and landowners to whose fields the water
was brought ' We must/ he said,' establish a system
of irrigation and finance which will throw the main
burden of the cost of these works upon the land that
benefits by them. We must follow the same principles
which have been adopted by all other countries in
the world in which similar works have been con-
structed. Everybody seems to wish for irrigation,
but many appear to desire that somebody else should
pay for it We must take such measures as will
oblige the people whose lives are preserved, and
whose wealth is augmented by these works, to con-
tribute in a fair proportion to the cost of their con-
struction.' * If a work is not sustained by local
resources, it can only be sustained by the enforced
contributions of the general taxpayers* I ask, is it
fair or right that works constructed for the exclusive
benefit of the Panjdb or the North-West should be
paid for out of the pockets of the people of Madras
and Bombay. It was the early adoption of the prin-
ciples which I now advocate that has led to the suc-
cessful administration of the enormous sums borrowed
from the State, or on municipal security, for agricul-
tural, civic, maritime, and other undertakings in Eng-
land. I believe that had England adopted the prin-
ciple which has hitherto been accepted in India, that
is, that the general revenues of the country were to